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Hello from us all here at Ancora Castle Park.

We have had a busy time since our last Newsletter. Our amazing Year 11 and post-16 learners have sat their
GCSE exams which is a fantastic achievement. Many have had offers from their chosen colleges, and others are
looking at alternative pathways, including apprenticeships. We wish them good luck with their future, and would

love to hear how they are getting on over the coming years (admineancora.cheshire.sch.uk)
We have welcomed our largest cohort of post-16 learners to date this year. The course has been a great success
with the young people growing in confidence over the year. They have been involved in various activities such as
DofE and work experience, and have also been studying hard for functional skills and GCSEs. We say goodbye to
some of our cohort and welcome new year 12s for September.
All of our learners have been taking part in a variety of activities over this academic year. The young people
have been learning about caterpillars turning into butterflies while we wait for our very own caterpillars to sprout
wings, attended careers fairs, volunteered at Spirit of the Herd and been to the Ellesmere Port Boat Museum for

a water safety session. We have also had Gareth Cheeseman from ACET in to deliver RSE sessions with small

roups.

| would like to personally thank all of the staff here at Castle Park who go that extra mile every day for every

young person.

However, | could not sign off without saying good bye to our Headteacher Sian Thomas, who is retiring at the end
of this academic year. Sian has led our school from strength to strength over the last few decades, and we would
not be the service we are without her hard work and complete dedication to the young people. She will be
missed.

A big thank you for all the parents and carers for the support we have had this year, and all the lovely end of
term gifts we have already received.

Have a wonderful summer holiday and we look forward to welcoming the students back from Tuesday 2nd

December. Ca/‘(ﬂ,
ART+DESIGN PSHE

This term has been focussed on looking after ourselves in
PSHE, with students fooussing on how to take care of their
mental well-being. This has been especially important for
the Year 11s whilst working towards their GCSEs. PSHE
lessons have taken place in our outdoor classroom
regularly this term, allowing students to enjoy the warmer
weather and forge new friendships. Students have
enjoyed creating their own breathing bracelets. Earlier in
the term, students spent time studying the effects of drugs
and alcohol and used independent research to produce
informative posters on a range of topics.

Our year 11 students have completed their external exam
and finalised their portfolios ready for submission. There
has been some incredible work created over the
duration of the course, from 3D sculptures to textile wall
hangings and everything in between. We are immensely
proud of all the art students in gaining what will be some
excellent results! Well done everyone!
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S.TEM

Students have completed a project about the environment in which they identified a concept that they were
concerned about or positive actions that are used to help the environment. Another activity that students have
completed is learning how to make windmills.

MEET OUR NEW S.E.N.C.0

| am very excited to have joined such an amazing
team at Ancora House School Castle Park. | can't
wait to get to know all the young people and
families and do all I can to support you through your
learning journey. | have come from a post in a
mainstream secondary school where | have been for
the last 3 years. However before that, | worked for
the medical education service in Trafford so coming
to Ancora Castle Park feels like coming back to
where my heart lies in education and supporting
young people at a time when they need it most. It
really is an amazing school with an amazing team
who have made me feel so welcome already. Thank
you for having me everyone.
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LEAVERS ART

Year 11 leavers enjoyed an arty
afternoon on Monday 16th June. We
welcomed Kate, our Art Therapist in to
explore a range of techniques to make
a Year 11 jigsaw leavers mural. The
young people started by testing their
coordination using bilateral drawing.
Then students used; collage, printing,
paint, chalk and more to create their
& mural. Young people enjoyed getting

creative after a busy exam period and
the mural looks incredible.
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BOAT MUSEUM

=The Y11 students enjoyed a trip to the National Waterway's Museum in Ellesmere Port. The
4 museum showcased a number of boats and engineering tools; students got to go inside a

barge and see how families would have lived and worked on the canals in early 20*
W century life. The highlight for most students was getting the opportunity to use an under

=~ water camera to look for fish and plant life and everyone enjoyed a go trying to make
the next discovery! Thank you Sarah for hosting us again this summer.

SPIRIT OF THE HERD LEAVERS PARTY

We were lucky enough to have some of the shetlands -Ruppert and
Maddle from Spirit of the Herd attend the Year 11 leavers who|e
: school ce|ebrat|on ‘

On Wednesday 18th June, Ancora House School held it's annual
'Not Sport's Day' event for our current year 11 student's. The
weather was shining and the competitions were in full flow. There
were several stations: from launch the rubber chicken the furthest;
hula-hooping; team building games; grandfather's footsteps- to
hook a duck (timed for extra competition) and lastly, downtime for
the students to catch up with one another and relax. It was
wonderful to be able to enjoy some time in nature and away from
recent exam stress with GCSE's. The students (and staff) thoroughly

enjoyed the afternoon!




YOUNG PEOPLES SERVICE SUMMER SCHEME

Young Peoples Service is planning to deliver a Future Focus
Summer Scheme. The programme is aimed at young people
age 16-19 who are currently not in employment, education or
training or leaving Year 11 this summer and have not yet
secured a post 16 placement for September. They will be
delivering sessions one afternoon per week in the following
locations: Blacon - contact Lindsey Charnock, Chester -
contact Sally Kemp, Ellesmere Port - contact Nicola
Holyoak, and Winsford - contact Karen Entwistle.

youngpeoplesserviceecheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

ELSA SUMMER CHALLENGE

CUT OUT AND SEE HOW MANY YOU CAN DO!

GO GET AFUN BAKE SOME LISTEN TO YOUR

SUMMERY FAIRY | TRY3NEWFOODS ' pxyoupirE MUsIC
PLAYGROUND OR OR FRIENDS OR HOBBIES OUTSIDE

GO CHARITY
SHOPPING OR
DONATE
SOMETHING

HAVE A PICNIC
SOMEWHERE YOU
DON'T USUALLY GO

BUTTERFLY RELEASE

Students enjoyed hatching and
releasing Painted Lady
butterflies this term.
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Accidents are mostly preventable
with the correct knowledge and
Jjudgment and here are our tips to
staying safe in the water during
the summer:

To enjoy the water safely and make
the right call...

« Enter slowly and carefully
Think carafully about your abdity to splash or
awim in cold eutdoor water. 49% of thosa who
lost their lifie weare classified as swimmers®. Am
yiou really a good swimmear?

« Stay within reach
Don't go too far and stay within a standing
diapth.

= Alwaoys be supervised
Owar T0% of fatal accidents occur in the
abzence of professional supenizion. Saek life
guardad areas and always make sura some
one iz available to raise the akamn.

water safety

Summer is an amazing time

In an emergency...

- Call 999

if you are at the coast, call 999 and ash
for the: Coastguard. Don't enter the
water 1o rescue.

« If you're in trouble FLOAT and call

for help

Fall in or bacome tired = stay calm, float
afn your back and call for help. Thiow
zomething that floats to somabody that
has fallen in.

A A

STOP AND THINK STAY TOGETHER

@

CALL #09 FLOWAT



